
by DONNA WILSON

Village Bicycle Cooperative and Bike 
Cleveland teamed up again for a 
wonderful Winter Social on Feb. 9 

at the VBC headquarters in the Bay Village 
Community House. The event featured 
sled riding, fat tire bike adventure, crafts, 
pizza, salad and a mouth-watering maca-

roni and cheese cook-off. The winners 
of the cook-off were Luke Smillie in first 
place and I took second. 

Over 60 adults and children includ-
ing Mayor Paul Koomar and Ward 3 coun-
cilperson Sara Maier attended the social 
and enjoyed the demonstrations, gathered 
information about VBC and Bike Cleveland. 

by ELAINE WILLIS

On May 8, Westlake voters will be 
asked to approve a 2.8 mill oper-
ating levy renewal for Westlake 

Porter Public Library. The current 2.8 
mill levy, which provides 75 percent of 
the library’s operating funds, expires at 
the end of the year. Passage will ensure 
library funding for the five-year period 
of Jan. 1, 2019, to Dec. 31, 2023.

Currently the levy is the library’s 
primary source of operating funds, 
providing materials (books, magazines, 
digital/downloadable/streaming mate-
rials), resources (computers, software, 
digital databases, etc.), staffing, program 
support, supplies and building opera-
tions (maintenance and utilities). The 
other major source of funding is the 

state’s Public Library Fund.
In the five years since the current 

levy was passed, the library has begun 
offering new collections and services 
such as access to thousands of books 
and other materials via SearchOhio and 
OhioLink, Roku and GoChip streaming 
devices, 4K DVDs, video games, passport 
service, Laptops Anytime, mobile device 
charging machines, auto-renewals and 
access to online education services like 
Lynda.com, and undergone a major 
renovation – all without asking taxpay-
ers for additional funds.

Westlake Porter Public Library is 
an independent library. It was founded 
in 1884 through a bequest by Leonard 
G. Porter. Last December it was named 
a 5 Star Library by Library Journal 
Magazine. 

Westlake Athletic Boosters 
open new spirit store at WHS
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by GINA REDINGER

The Westlake Demons Ath-
letic Boosters (WDAB) held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for a 

new spirit wear store, “The W Shop,” 
at Westlake High School on Feb. 2, 
during their annual spaghetti dinner. 
Over 300 people joined WDAB for a 
homemade spaghetti dinner and 
then helped celebrate the grand 
opening of The W Shop.

Prior to moving into The W Shop, 
WDAB sold spirit wear out of a truck 
at home football games and during 
various events throughout the school 
year. Apparel and other items were 
stored in cabinets at the high school. 

With a permanent space to 
showcase our merchandise, we plan 
to expand what we offer, including 
youth apparel and sport-specific 
items. The W Shop is a wonderful 
addition to WHS for everyone who 
would like to shop for Demon gear 
to support their hometown teams. 
Hours for the store will be shared on 
the WDAB website. 

“Chad’s Corner” in the new Westlake 
spirit wear store was dedicated to Chad 
DiLillo, a 2013 WHS graduate and the 
Westlake Demons No. 1 Fan.

Deep snow was no problem for hardy bicyclists riding fat tire bikes at the 
Village Bicycle Cooperative’s Winter Social.

by DARIN SNYDER

Dollhouses might be consid-
ered “play” for children, but 
they originated for adults. 

Egyptian tombs, dating back thou-
sands of years, contain miniature 
“homes,” with articles representing 
their lifestyle. Europeans began build-
ing miniature “display cases” several 
centuries ago to showcase idealized 
interiors and their collections of 
expensive miniature objects. Access 
by children was off-limits.

There has been a resurgence of 
interest in dollhouses and their fur-
nishings and accessories, with local 
clubs and shows. At the March 3-4 
Antiques Show at Bay High School, 
you can view vintage dollhouses, min-
iature rooms and buildings, a Christ-
mas room, a cottage with items you 
would find in a cottage along Lake 
Erie, and more. 

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village.

Porter Library announces renewal levy
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Darin Synder’s miniature family store.

by KAREN DERBY

The Bay Village Board of Education 
is in the process of conducting a 
search for its Superintendent of 

Schools upcoming vacancy.
Because the board values all stake-

holder opinions, it held nine focus group 

sessions guided by search consultant 
Finding Leaders this past November. Five 
staff sessions and four, widely-publicized 
public sessions gave participants an 
opportunity to let the board know what 
qualities and attributes in the next super-
intendent were important to stakeholders.

Bay Village superintendent search update
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 900+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 
photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 
ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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THE MEDICAL INSIDER

How to love an addict
by DIANA PI, M.D.

Do you have an 
addict in your 
life?

Mine texted me yes-
terday; he needed gro-
ceries. A short list: frozen 
bagels, cream cheese, 
potatoes, white sauce, 
coffee for him, tea for her, 
canned soup. I ignored the 
nutritional value – now 
that most of their calories 
come from liquor, burned 
off by cocaine.

I want to help, yet 
these days I find myself 
asking the simplest ques-
tions: Am I helping? What 
happens to his unemploy-
ment and her disability 
checks? I can guess.

Three years ago he 
was a senior partner at a 
law firm, being consid-
ered for a judge position. 
He didn’t get it. I think 
it bothered him. Then 
his parents died within 
months of each other. A 
year later, his Facebook 
picture showed him smil-
ing, in a tony wine cellar, 
among a group of fizzy, 
young revelers. Soon he’d 
divorce and move in with 
his girlfriend.

Last year he called to 
borrow money for a lawyer. 
The bar association was 
investigating some book-

keeping irregularities. “A 
witch-hunt by a vindictive 
ex-employee,” he said. I 
gave him the money. And 
was shocked to find out 
his license was suspended 
pending alcohol and drug 
addiction treatment. The 
police were called and 
found him in the garage 
pointing a musket to his 
head.

“Just a loan,” he says 
when he calls. He needs 
money for groceries, for 
internet, for Christmas 
gifts to his children and his 
girlfriend’s niece, medica-
tions. Last month the car 
broke down; next month, 
they might be evicted.

He says he’ll pay me 
back. There’s freelance 
legal work, a clerk posi-
tion at a men’s wear store. 
She’s about to start a job 
in a spa. 

“I’m sober,” he prom-
ises. Only drinks two, three 
times a week. A couple of 
beers here and there. Then 
somebody told me that he 
shot up heroin last month.

My heart sank.
I’m scared what’ll 

happen next.
The same scenarios 

pinball in my head: he 
overdoses; he kills himself; 
he maims someone else in 
a car accident. He’s a quad, 
a vegetable. I see him 

crying, hands trembling, 
hair greasy in a jumpsuit 
that’s too big for him. My 
mother can take his dog. 
But what about the cats? 
I’ve started a eulogy.

Angrily, my family 
finger-pointed at his girl-
friend for introducing him 
to drugs. Then we found 
out she’d been sober when 
they met. Her family exco-
riated him as the manipu-
lative, corrosive slime that 
returned her to drugs.

For decades, I’ve 
treated addicts. I’ve tied 
down badly delirious 
ones thrashing, crashing, 
threatening to sue me, the 
“motherless afterbirth.” 
Yet, I’m just learning how 
to support an addict – last 
week was my first Al Anon 
meeting.

I’ve learned that to 
love an addict, I need to 
protect myself first.

My family has closed 
ranks, stopped the blam-
ing and shaming, and set 
clear boundaries: no cash, 
no lies (from us), no bail-
out. We tell him we love 
him. But unconditional 
love isn’t unconditional 
support.

Someday we’d like 
to meet his girlfriend’s 
family. In a world with 
more hurt than healing, 
we’re in it together. 

by JEAN SMITH

Many of us are get-
ting a little tired 
of winter’s cold 

and snowy weather and are 
starting to think spring. If 
you are like me, you attend-
ed the Great Big Home and 
Garden Show to get an early 
dose of spring with bloom-
ing flowers, shrubs and 
trees. The Westlake Garden 
Club is also thinking spring 
and gearing up for the 2018 
programs.

We start the year 
on March 21 with “From 
Sunlight to Syrup” pre-
sented by the Cleveland 
Metroparks. This program 
takes us from tapping the 
trees, to producing the 
maple syrup. We will learn 
of advances over the years 
and have an opportunity 
to taste different grades 
of syrup. On April 18, we 
travel to Westlake High 
School to learn about the 
“Pollinator Garden” the 
Beekeeping Club is plan-
ning to install.

The May 16 program 

is all about “Mason Bees.” 
Mason bees are thought 
to be a more productive 
pollinator than even the 
honeybee. They have a 
one-month life span. They 
achieve up to 10 times 
more pollen fertilization 
than honeybees within 
the same time frame. Later 
this year, we will visit the 
new American Greetings 
facility, enjoy a “mini” 
garden tour, visit a local 
brewery, and learn about 
“Reforesting Forest City.” 
We also will be hosting 
our bi-annual fundraiser 
luncheon on Sept. 26 at 
Westwood Country Club.

Westlake Garden 
Club members hail not 
only from Westlake but 
also Lakewood, Fairview 
Park, North Olmsted, 
Avon and Avon Lake. The 
garden club was started 
in 1963 so this year is our 
55th anniversary. We are a 
diverse group with seven 
male members and an 
age range from 40 to 99 
years. Some of our ongo-
ing civic projects include 

planting a tree on Arbor 
Day, providing a wreath 
for Westlake’s Memorial 
Day ceremony, maintain-
ing a Hilliard Boulevard 
flower box, making floral 
centerpieces for the West-
lake in Bloom Awards 
Ceremony, decorating a 
holiday tree at Westlake 
Porter Public Library and 
a tree at the Cleveland 
Botanical Gardens for the 
GLOW Festival.

Please join us for 
a meeting to hear an 
interesting speaker and 
learn more about the 
garden club. We meet 
the third Wednesday 
of each month, March 
through December, at 
Westlake Porter Public 
Library, unless an outing 
is planned. Business 
meetings start at 11:15 
a.m. with lunch at noon 
and the program starts at 
12:45 p.m.

For more informa-
tion on the Westlake 
Garden Club, please call 
440-871-8057, and “think 
spring.” 

Westlake Garden Club ‘thinks spring’

by LAUREN DEFAZIO

The St. Baldrick’s Foun-
dation, the largest pri-
vate funder of children’s 

cancer research, will host one 
of its signature head-shaving 
events at St. Bernadette School 
on Friday, Feb. 23, where many 
students and faculty will shave 
their heads to raise money for 
lifesaving childhood cancer 
research.

“Brave the Buzz 3” brings 
the community together to 
show solidarity with kids 
fighting cancer. There will be 
speakers, music and enter-
tainment. Students learn that 
small acts – such as shaving 
their head or donating their 
hair – can have an powerful 
impact on others.

Brave the Buzz 3 is 
dedicated to St. Bernadette 
School’s own angel, Michael 
Orbany who passed away in 
2014 from medulloblastoma 
at the young age of 9. 

Michael would be in his 
eighth-grade year. In honor 
of Michael and of the all 
heroes who continue to battle 
childhood cancers, St. Berna-
dette School intends to raise 
$60,000. 

To learn more about the 
event and to donate, visit 
stbaldricks.org/events/StBer-
nadette2018 or call the school 
at 440-734-7717. 

St. Bernadette’s 
students go 
bald to support 
childhood 
cancer research

The second week in Feb-
ruary, the board conducted 
interviews with select candi-
dates recommended by Finding 
Leaders.

The third week in Febru-
ary, a representative group of 
invited staff and community 
members will participate in 
an interview of the final two 
superintendent candidates. 
That interaction, under the 
facilitation of Finding Lead-
ers, will be observed by school 
board members. Board mem-
bers will then conduct final 
interviews with the candidates.

The board will take the 
focus group feedback, the 
stakeholder interview feed-
back, and information from 
its own, multiple interviews 
with the candidates and come 
to a hiring decision shortly 
thereafter. 
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BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

Monday Matinee
February 26, 2018 | 2:00 p.m.
“Alive Inside” tells a story of music and memory that 
demonstrates music’s ability to combat memory loss. 

In recognition of heart healthy month, complimentary 
dark chocolate snacks provided.

Movie shown in the assisted living 
activity room.

Please R.S.V.P. to Gina Jakubowski 
440-348-5424 by February 23, 2018

by MARY ESSIG

Westlake Council of 
PTAs recently held its 
annual PTA Found-

ers’ Day dinner and awards cer-
emony at Wagner’s of Westlake. 

Each February, PTA units 
across the country celebrate 
the founding of PTA over 120 
years ago, and honor the con-

tributions of those who enrich 
our students’ experiences 
and are dedicated to the PTA 
mission. Westlake Council’s 
Founders’ Day event recogniz-
es the many people who con-
tribute to making a difference 
for our students and schools in 
Westlake by presenting three 
types of awards, all of which 
are decided based on nomina-

tions from the school and PTA 
community.

Each of the nine PTA units 
in Westlake chooses one hon-
oree to receive the Ohio PTA 
Achievement Award. This is the 
highest honor a PTA can bestow 
on an individual and is usually 
awarded to someone who has 
given outstanding service to 
children and youth either at 

school or in the Westlake com-
munity at-large. The recipients 
of Westlake’s 2018 Ohio PTA 
Achievement Awards are:
• Westlake Early Childhood 

PTA: Jennifer Hill
• Bassett Elementary PTA: Liz 

Pirnat
• Dover Elementary PTA: Cathy 

Grimes
• Hilliard Elementary PTA: 

Meghan Brunaugh
• Holly Lane Elementary PTA: 

Susan Hunter
• Dover Intermediate School 

PTA: Dawn Evans
• Lee Burneson Middle School 

PTA: Sara Latkowski
• Westlake High School PTSA: 

Joel and Linda Tomkalski
• Westlake Council of PTAs: 

Tricia Balch
The second recognition, 

the Helping Hands Award, is 
given to a PTA member who 
has made a positive impact on 
the lives of children, and has 
participated in activities involv-
ing our children and youth. 
The recipient of this award 
promotes the welfare of chil-
dren and youth in home, school 
and community. One award is 
given from Westlake Council of 
PTAs, representing all Westlake 
PTA units, and the 2018 Help-
ing Hands Award recipient is 
Megan Smith. 

Megan Smith has been 
president of the Westlake Music 
Boosters for over 4 years, pro-
viding unrivaled leadership 
for all Booster activities. From 
coordinating uniform fittings 

for the Westlake High School 
marching band, concert band, 
symphonic band, orchestra and 
choir before the school year 
begins, and overseeing the foot-
ball concession stand in the fall, 
to chairing the annual Music a 
la Mode all-day music concert 
showcasing the Westlake City 
Schools’ musical groups in 
May, she ensures the Boosters 
provide exceptional support to 
both students and staff.

The final recognition, the 
Outstanding District Educator 
Award, is presented to a certi-
fied educator for his/her active 
support in PTA, promoting 
parent/teacher cooperation in 
the education of children and 
youth, and outstanding service 
as an educator. One award is 
given from Westlake’s Council 
of PTAs, representing all West-
lake PTA units, and Scott Kutz 
is the recipient of the 2018 
Outstanding District Educator 
Award.

As a WHS technology and 
engineering teacher, Scott Kutz 
developed and teaches West-
lake’s state-recognized engi-
neering program, preparing 
students for degrees and careers 
in engineering and architec-
ture. His students consistently 
win awards in various national 
and state competitions, includ-
ing the Annual Student Model 
Home Contest at the Home and 
Garden Show. His passion for 
student learning and success, 
and his ability to impact their 
futures set him apart. 

Westlake Council of PTAs honors 
Founders’ Day award winners

Westlake Council of PTAs award winners were honored at the annual Founders’ Day dinner. 
Pictured (front row): Megan Smith, Cathy Grimes, Dawn Evans, Linda Tomkalski, Meghan 
Brunaugh; (back row): Scott Kutz, Susan Hunter, Tricia Balch, Liz Pirnat, Joel Tomkalski, 
Sara Latkowski, Jennifer Hill.

by LYNN TALIAK

Jodi Picoult’s novel, “Small Great 
Things,” focuses on racial ten-
sions in a small hospital that flood 

out into the larger community. Using 

this book as our central theme, we will 
discuss the wide range of discrimina-
tion in our country today, and whether 
legislation, including the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, has made any difference 
in America up to now and what the 

implications are for the future. Are we 
the same as we were?

This class is offered by Case West-
ern Reserve University through its 
Siegal Lifelong Learning Center’s Asso-
ciation of Continuing Education. Our 
leader/teacher/facilitator is Barbara 
Greenberg, an established Cleveland 
attorney and now a magistrate in both 

Bedford and Cleveland.
The class meets on Mondays, 

10-11:30 a.m., from March 19 through 
May 7 at Bay United Methodist Church. 
The cost is $82 for Lifelong Learning 
members; $97 for non-members. 

For more information contact  
Lorraine Nelson, 216-368-5145. 

Book group examines racial discrimination
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.
Call us for an appointment today. Professional 

Whitening or 
$50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle 
with new patient exam 

and x-rays

Formerly a staff dining 
room, the space wasn’t utilized 
frequently and was the perfect 
location for a school store. WDAB 
members helped fund the new 
store, as well as donations of 
goods and services from local 
companies. The W Shop will 
feature WDAB’s complete line 
of Demons spirit wear including 
hoodies, joggers, jackets, hats, 
blankets, umbrellas and more. 

A special spot in the store 
has been dedicated to Chad 
DiLillo as “Chad’s Corner.” 
Chad, a 2013 graduate of WHS, 
is a former batboy for Westlake 
Demons Baseball and a regular 
fan at many Westlake athletic 
events year in and year out. He is often seen 
sporting the famous green foam finger and 
inspiring fans to get on their feet and cheer 
“Let’s go Westlake,” for their team.

WDAB decided that any spirit store 
at Westlake High School would have to 
include their No. 1 Fan. Chad’s Corner will 
feature the famous green foam fingers, 
pom poms, flags and other spirit items 

for Demons fans.
Along with Chad DiLillo, WDAB 

Spirit Wear co-chairs Kelly Ilg and Fawn 
Carson were on hand to cut the official 
ribbon, as well as WHS Principal Paul 
Wilson. Four other WHS students – an 
athlete, a scholar, an artist and a musi-
cian – helped to open the store that has 
all Demons students in mind.

The Westlake Demons Athletic Boost-
ers is an independent non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to raising funds and 
providing support for teams and athletes 
in grades 7-12 at Lee Burneson Middle 
School and Westlake High School. WDAB 
meets the first Thursday of every month at 
7 p.m. at Westlake High School. See more 
westlakeathleticboosters.org. 

THE W STORE                  
from front page    

The W Shop, formerly a staff dining room, features Westlake apparel and gear.The official ribbon-cutting ceremony 
included (from left to right) Kelly Ilg and 
Fawn Carson, the athletic boosters spirit 
wear co-chairs, Chad DiLillo, and WHS 
Principal Paul Wilson.

Some brave souls rode fat tire bikes down 
the sledding hill. 

Josh Hayden and Jason Genard from 
Eddy’s Bike Shop told me that fat tire bikes 
cost $1,000 and up and their usage began 
in the Pacific Northwest in the ‘80s and 
could be considered the ATV of the bicycle 
world. Fun way to get around in all weather 
conditions.

Bike Cleveland’s representatives, Jason 
Kuhn and Deltrece Daniels, explained the 
purpose of their organization, which is to 
promote all forms of cycling and advocat-
ing for the rights and equality of the cycling 
community. Jason and Deltrece had a booth 
with information and provided prizes for 
the mac/cheese contest.

If you would like to get involved at VBC 
with the many available programs check out 
www.villagebicycle.com. No experience is 
needed and a guarantee of fun, friends and 
community involvement is promised. We 
look forward to seeing you soon! 

BIKES from front page    

Josh Hayden and Jason Genard from Eddy’s Bike 
Shop with some all-terrain bikes at the Village 
Bicycle Cooperative’s Winter Social.

A multitude of Village Bicycle Cooperative bikes available 
at the organization’s workspace on the ground floor of the 
Bay Village Community House.

Thank You to all of our advertisers. 
Your support keeps us humming along!
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by KIM BONVISSUTO

Westlake High School has 
five students named 
National Merit Finalists. 

Seniors Steven Brewer, Jack Wu, 
Ryan Karpuszka, Patrick Lee and 
Kyle Yu are among 15,000 students 
to achieve Finalist standing in the 
2018 National Merit Scholarship 
Program.

More than 1.5 million juniors 
in about 22,000 high schools 
entered the 2018 National Merit 
Scholarship Program by taking the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test, which 
served as an initial screen of pro-
gram entrants. A pool of nation-
wide Semifinalists, which repre-
sents less than 1 percent of U.S. 
high school seniors, was selected. 
From this pool these academically 

talented high school seniors have 
an opportunity to continue in the 
competition for about $36 million 
in scholarships.

To become a Finalist, a Semi-
finalist must have an outstanding 
academic record throughout high 
school, be endorsed and recom-
mended by the high school prin-
cipal, and earn SAT scores that 
confirm the student’s earlier per-
formance on the qualifying test. 
They also must submit an essay 
and information about participa-
tion and leadership in school and 
community activities.

Merit Scholar winners are 
selected on the basis of their skills, 
accomplishments and potential for 
success in rigorous college studies. 
National Merit Scholarship win-
ners will be announced beginning 
in April. 

by JEFF BING

I’m a big fan of Michael 
Brantley. He has virtu-
ally all of the qualities 

one desires in a major 
league ballplayer: He 
can hit, field, run; he’s a 
smart baserunner, has 
an awesome arm and is 
a good guy and (not sur-
prisingly) a fan favorite. 
However, the one quality 
he lacks – durability – has 
an uncanny way of quickly 
negating all of the plusses 
next to his name.

In recent years, it’s 
been difficult to enjoy 
Brantley for any length 
of time since he can’t 
stay on the field very long 
before he’s injured again. 
To say that the Indians 
went out on a limb in 
counting on Brantley for 

the 2018 season while let-
ting Carlos Santana and 
Jay Bruce walk is a huge 
understatement. The 
Tribe might end up paying 
Brantley $12 million to be 
an expensive cheerleader.

I’ve never been much 
of a Santana fan, and we 
can only speculate on 
how Jay Bruce would have 
worked out had we signed 
him, but if nothing else, 
one thing you could say 
about Bruce and Santana 
was that they are both 
durable. I think the Indi-
ans fell in love with the 
Brantley of the past and 
now find they’re having 
a difficult time letting go. 
Loyalty is rare in sports 
and while the Indians are 
trying to do the right thing 
by Brantley, they are risk-
ing quite a bit if Brantley 

goes down again.
That brings us to 

pitcher Danny Salazar, the 
oft-injured starter for the 
Indians, who, like Brant-
ley, can’t seem to stay off 
the disabled list. It’s been 
a disappointing career so 
far for Salazar. Tribe fans 
will recall him starting the 
Indians’ wild card playoff 
game in 2013, after only 
a few months in the big 
leagues. An overpower-
ing arm and a number of 
quality pitches positioned 
Danny as the guy most 
mentioned in trade talks 
whenever the Indians 
were contacted about a 
possible deal. The Indians 
never seriously consid-
ered parting with Salazar 
because of his very high 
ceiling, or “potential,” as 
it were.

Now it’s 2018, Danny 
is 28 years old, and sud-
denly the ceiling isn’t 
quite as high as it once 
was. There are questions 
about his health, and – 
perhaps more alarming – 
whispers about his mental 
“toughness.” He has had 
issues with his confidence 
and – while that is under-
standable when a pros-
pect is 23 – it doesn’t wash 
at age 28. It makes one 
wonder about Danny’s 
injuries: are they physical 
or maybe psychosomatic? 
Self-doubt can make for a 
nasty opponent.

Those who advocate 
keeping Salazar point to 
teammate Carlos Carrasco 
as the reason to hold on 
to Danny. Carrasco was 
a late bloomer (I believe 
I dubbed him “Carlos 
Tabasco” at one point 
when he was regularly 
getting torched on the 
mound) who became a 
dominant starter after 
floundering for several 
seasons.

However, there is 
one glaring difference 
between the two: Carrasco 
suffered some nasty inju-
ries – including getting 
smoked in the face from a 
batted ball – and rebound-
ed quickly each time. Sala-
zar? Not so much. In fact, 
I would point to Carrasco 
as the reason to get rid 
of Salazar. They may be 

similar on paper, but that’s 
where it ends.  

Salazar’s trade value 
has dropped with each 
injury and as he ages, but 
he can still bring some 
value to the Indians via 
trade.

How about trading 
for a decent outfielder as 
insurance when Brantley 
gets hurt again? 

Potential and loyalty make 
strange bedfellows

SPORTING VIEWS

Westlake City Schools
by KAREN DERBY

Ava Walker, a senior at Bay High School, 
is a 2018 National Merit Finalist. Ava 
earned the prestigious academic 

distinction with her score on the 2016 Pre-
liminary SAT (PSAT) taken during her junior 
year in high school. The nationwide pool of 
finalists represents less than one percent of 
the 1.6 million students from 22,000 U.S. 
high schools who take the PSAT.

Ava plans to major in mathematics with 
a focus in actuarial science when she attends 
college next year. She is leaning toward 
attending Kent State University.

“I’ve always liked math,” she said. 
“Then, when I had my statistics class about 
two years ago, I really enjoyed it. It’s bringing 
in real-world problems, and it gives a real, 
practical use to math.”

The cross-country runner also plays 
viola in the Bay High Pit Orchestra. “Pit 
Orchestra has definitely been one of my 

favorite experiences at Bay High,” she said. 
“Even though it’s a lot of work after school, 
it is just so much fun to get together with 
my friends from band and orchestra to hear 
everything and watch the school musical 
from down in the pit. It’s a really fun envi-
ronment.”

Ava has participated in her school’s 
Model UN program and Culture Club’s Team 
Africa. She also volunteers as a junior coach 
for the nonprofit Girls On The Run, work-
ing with elementary-aged girls to build self-
confidence while training to run.

After enjoying her high school jobs at 
the city pool and as a referee for youth soccer, 
Ava now looks forward to a future career in 
the banking or insurance industries once 
she passes the license exam to be an actuary.

“Ava deserves this level of recognition 
for all her hard work,” said Bay High School 
Principal Jason Martin. “She is a tremendous 
student with a strong work ethic and com-
mitment to her studies.” 

High school students named National Merit Finalists
Bay Village City Schools

by KIM BONVISSUTO

A visit to her daughter 
in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
sparked a community 

service idea adopted by Westlake 
High School National Art Honor 
Society (NAHS) advisor Kelly 
Atkinson.

Atkinson, a WHS art teacher, 
and her brother, Brent Walla, 
were driving past Arizona State 

University when they passed a 
homeless man. Walla pulled over 
and grabbed a Ziploc bag filled 
with toiletries from his trunk and 
handed it to the man.

“It’s just something he does,” 
she said, adding that she thought 
it was pretty amazing and some-
thing she wanted to bring back 
to Ohio.

Using leftover fabric and 
supplies, 17 NAHS members 

created drawstring bags that are 
filled with toiletries the students 
donate. Revive Club, a Christian 
youth group at WHS, also pro-
vides toiletries for the bags.

This is the second year the 
NAHS is assembling the bags. 
Last year bags were donated to 
Laura’s Home Women’s Crisis 
Center at The City Mission of 

Cleveland.
“We like to give back to the 

community, and it’s something 
the kids are really interested in and 
excited about,” Atkinson said. 

Indians pitcher Danny Salazar has talent but 
can’t seem to stay off the disabled list.

National Art Honor Society 
students create bags for homeless

WESTLAKE CITY SCHOOLS

Westlake High art students created drawstring bags to be filled with toiletries for the 
homeless.
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by LAURA ZUCKERMAN

The Ileen Kelner Juried High School 
Art Show, sponsored by the Beach-
wood Arts Council, is currently 

taking place through Sunday, March 4, 
at the Beachwood Community Center, 
25225 Fairmount Blvd. This annual art 
show, which is in its 23rd year, features 
artwork by area high school students 
in a variety of media, including jewelry, 
painting, photography, sculpture and 
fiber art. 

Ninety-five students from 25 area 
high schools, including Bay High School 
and Westlake High School, are partici-
pating. The Bay High School students 
are: Maria DiLallo, Jenna Goff, Allison 
Maust and Megan Sjoquist. Westlake 
High School students are: Gena Asi, 
Megan Beech, Patrick Lee and Jamie 
Novak.

The hours for the art show, which 
is free and open to the community, are 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; and Sunday, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

An opening reception and awards 
ceremony was held on Feb. 11. Three Bay 

High School students won awards for 
their paintings. Allison Maust won second 
place for her oil painting titled “Gloomy.” 
Maria DiLallo won third place for her oil 
painting titled “The Side of Jamaica You 
Can’t See.” Jenna Goff won an honorable 
mention for her acrylic painting, “A Week 

in the Life.”
This year’s judges 

were: Sandra Noble, part-
time lecturer, Department 
of Art History and Art, Case Western 
Reserve University; Grafton J. Nunes, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Cleveland Institute of Art; and Kevin 
O’Donnell, managing director, Lee 
Hayden Gallery, Beachwood Place. 

Cocktails & Conversations

Rose Senior Living – Avon  |  33200 Health Campus Boulevard  |  Avon, OH 44011

Space is limited
Please RSVP by February 23  
to Carol at 440-937-0757 or  

carolmorris@roseseniorliving.com

Hear firsthand from our residents what makes Rose Senior Living – Avon 
so unique. Plus, enjoy a signature martini and delicious appetizers.

Tuesday, February 27  |  3 p.m. – 5 p.m.  |  Rose Senior Living – Avon
33200 Health Campus Boulevard

The miniature display 
should make you hungry when 
you visit the Jacobs Confection-
ary with ice cream and a bakery. 
My forefathers, the Jacobs 
brothers, opened the store in 
1856 in Danville, Pennsylvania. 

The whole family worked at 
the store. This miniature store 
front is my interpretation of my 
family store. Note the miniature 
birthday cakes. It took me over 
two hours to make!

The Antiques Show runs 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, March 
3, and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 4. at Bay High School, 29230 
Wolf Road. Donation is $5.00.

This fundraiser for college 
scholarships is sponsored by The 
Bay Village Women’s Club Founda-
tion. The annual show has high-
lighted vintage trains, quilts, dolls 
and toys in past years. 

ANTIQUES                  
from front page    

Darin Synder’s miniature family store is among the many displays and items 
at the Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation Antiques Show being held 
at Bay High School, March 3-4.
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Bay High students win awards in regional art show

Allison Maust’s painting, “Gloomy,” won second place in the 
Beachwood Arts Council’s high school art show.

Maria DiLallo of Bay Village won third place 
for her oil painting, “The Side of Jamaica You 
Can’t See.”

A Lilliputian-sized birthday cake 
shows the artistic detail of items 
crafted by Darin Synder for a 
miniature version of her family’s 
store.
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

The last in a series of arti-
cles on the Asher Cooley 
house.

The family legend 
from both the 
Cooley and the 

Power families is that 
a Mr. Cooley was put-
ting up a real estate sign 
indicating that the Asher 
Cooley house was for 
sale and Frank and Cla-
ribel Power were driving 
by and bought the house 
on the spot. Other Cooley 
relatives deeply regretted 
the sale.

A 1930s directory of 
Dover has Dr. R.S. Cooley 
residing at 2871 Dover 
Center Road. Arthur, 
grandson of Asher and 
Lydia, had died in 1926 
and his widow, Flora, 
died in 1933. Probate was 
complete in 1935 and the 
property was inherited by 
Arthur and Flora’s three 
children – their son, Dr. 
Richard S. Cooley, and 
twin married daughters, 
Ellen Carter of Cleveland 
Heights and Lucy Koones 
of Shaker Heights. At the 
time, Richard Cooley was 
married to Myrle Krause 
(no relation to the author). 
In 1936 half of his 1/3 share 
was transferred to Myrle 
Cooley. By the time the 

deed for the property was 
transferred to Frank and 
Claribel Power, Myrle was 
now named Myrle Potter 
and Richard was with his 
new wife, Hallie Cooley, in 
Oklahoma.

Claribel Power’s 
maiden name was 
Blanchard. She was born 
in 1907 in Athens, Ohio. 
U.S. Census records from 
1910 list her as a child aged 
3 years old, living with her 
family in Dover on Dover 
Center Road, possibly near 
Rose Road. This places 
her living near the Asher 
Cooley house as a young 
child. Her father, Arthur, 

was a fruit farmer, renting 
the property in Dover; her 
mother was born in Eng-
land. By 1920, the family 
is living in Rocky River and 
he is a clerk in a wood-
working company. In 1930, 
when she is 23, Claribel is 
employed as a bookkeeper 
for a printer and her father 
is a watchman for a con-
struction company. She 
and Frank Power were 
married in 1932.

Frank was born 
in 1906. The 1920 U.S. 
Census has him living 
in Rocky River with his 
father, Robert, who was 
an editor, his mother who 
was born in Scotland, his 
younger sister and his 
grandfather and uncle 

who were compass adjust-
ers. By 1930 the family is 
living in a large home on 
Lake Road in Cleveland. 
The household consists 
of his parents, two sisters, 
his grandfather, a grand 
uncle and two servants. 
His grandfather is the 
president of a company 
that manufactures metal 
products and his father is 
an editor of a magazine.

According to grand-
son Rob, Frank was cap-
tain of a football team. 
The 1940 Census has 
Frank and Claribel rent-
ing a home on Wooster 
Road in Rocky River. He 

had completed one year 
of college and is working 
as a newspaper circulation 
route-man. They have 
their first two children 
and share their home 
with her brother, who 
is a fireman.

This sets the 
stage for the drive in 
the country (Dover/
Westlake) that results 
in the Cooley house 
being sold to the Power 
family in 1941. Perhaps 
Claribel wanted to see 
the farm nearby on 
Dover Road that she 
had lived in as a young 
child? Frank and Cla-
ribel had three addi-
tional children while 
occupying the Asher 

Cooley house. According 
to grandson Rob, Frank 
became a typesetter for 
the Cleveland Press.

Rob’s father, Robert, 
and his Aunt Pam were 
two of the five children of 
Frank and Claribel who 
grew up in the Cooley 
house. They attended 
Westlake High School. Pam 
was homecoming queen. 
The Power family tragedy 
is that when a young mar-
ried Pam was two months 
pregnant her husband was 
killed on Dover Road when 
he stepped into the road 
to assist a dog or cat that 
had been hit by a car. Rob 
relates that his Aunt Pam 
was known as one of the 
nicest and most generous 
people there was and wel-
comed all into her home 
with hospitality.

Frank Power died 
in 1972 and Claribel 
remarried and moved to 
Dayton, so the 
Cooley house 
was essentially 
Pam’s for a long 
time. Claribel 
died in 1992.

R o b e r t 
Power married 
Janice Ruth, a 
younger West-
lake classmate, 
in the mid-
1960s. They had 
two children, 
including Rob. 
He had a land-
scaping business 
and grew the 
vegetables that 
were a familiar 
sight in Westlake 
when they were 
sold from the old 

red barn on the property. 
Both Robert and Janice 
continued to occupy the 
Asher Cooley house until 
Robert’s declining health 
required more care than 
could be provided at 
home.

The Cooley house 
has been owned by three 
generations of the Power 
family and is the family 
house where the extended 
family gathers. Janice has 
loved the house but she 
feels it is time to let it go. 
Hopefully a third family 
will come along to cherish 
the home for many more 
years. 

The Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation 
 

 

 

* antiques, vintage, repurposed, unique items * 
* jewelry, china, household, furniture, toys, & more * 

 
 

Fundraiser at 
Bay High School 

29230 Wolf Road 
 

$5 Donation for Scholarship Fund 
Children under 12 free 

   10 am - 5 pm 
  11 am - 4 pm 

 

Free Appraisals 1-3 pm 
Limit 1 item each day 

Sat. - Jewelry    Sun. - Antiques 
 

www.BayWomensClub.org    440-334-7539 

 
 

The Asher Cooley house 
becomes the Power house

DIGGING DOVER

Siblings Pam and Robert Power, pictured in the 
1959 Westlake High School yearbook, Panorama. 
The caption in the yearbook says Pam was a 
“vivacious homecoming queen.”
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Are you using vacation days for
Mom’s doctor’s appointments?

Why not treat her to Thrive Westshore’s personal

doctor’s office service? We’ll pick her up, navigate

check-in, wait with her, and take notes so she can

listen to the doctor’s advice. When she’s safe at

home we’ll send you a report on how it all went.

Nothing we wouldn’t do for our own mom.

It’s possible there are other ways 
to make use of those days…

Services and Activities for Retirees Thriving at Home

www.thrivewestshore.com
mikenock@thrivewestshore.com

Services and Activities for Retirees Thriving at Home 
www.thrivewestshore.com
mikenock@thrivewestshore.com

Are you using vacation days for 
Mom’s doctors appointments? 

Why not treat her to Thrive Westshore’s personal 
doctor’s office service? We’ll pick her up, navigate 
check-in, wait with her, and take notes so she can 
listen to  the  doctor’s  advice.  When she’s  safe  at 
home we’ll send you a report on how it all went. 
Nothing we wouldn’t do for our own mom.

It’s possible there are other ways to 
make use of those days . . .

Frank and Claribel Power, 
pictured on their wedding day 
in 1932, purchased the Asher 
Cooley house in 1941.

The Cooley/Power house currently for sale.
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You Can Help 
Support the 

Observer

The free Observer relies on advertising to support 
the publication of articles written by hundreds of 
civic-minded citizens. Our pages are filled with the 
good news of good people doing good things in our 
community. Please consider advertising, no matter 
how small, to allow us to keep humming along! 

by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, Feb. 21 and 28 (10:15 
& 11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! 
– Sing and move to the music with Miss 
Nancy! For children ages 2-6 with a care-
giver. Arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesdays, Feb. 21 and 28 (3:45-5 
p.m.) TWEEN SCENE – Weekly hang-
out for 5th and 6th graders only!

Wednesdays, Feb. 21 and 28 (4-5:30 
p.m.) and Thursday, Feb. 22 (6:30-8 
p.m.) BOW WOW BOOKS – Stop by 
Youth Services to sign up for a 10-minute 
reading time with one of the reading 
therapy dogs! Registration begins each 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and Thursday 
at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 21 (7-8 p.m.) WED-
DING PLANNING FROM A-Z – A com-
prehensive guide to planning your wed-
ding from start to finish with wedding 
planner Jen Wilson. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 22 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINESS LUNCH & LEARN: 
SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION – 
Explore the elements needed to opti-
mize your website for SEO and off-site 
local link building tactics to get your 
business ranking high in local search 
engine results pages. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 22 (3:30-6 p.m.) 
SUPER SMASH TOURNAMENT – We’re 
going head-to-head in an epic brawl! 
Test out your skills in Super Smash to 
see who will claim the top spot! Retro 
consoles and other games will be avail-
able to play as well. Free snacks and pop 
will be available. For grades 7-12 only.

Thursday, Feb. 22 (4-5:15 p.m.) CODE 
CLUB! – Learn how to build an app, 
design a video game, and change the 

world through code! Grades 3-4. Reg-
istration begins one week before each 
session.

Thursday, Feb. 22 (7-8:30 p.m.) COM-
MUNITY CONVERSATION: EVICTED – 
Academic scholar Dr. Megan Hatch of 
Cleveland State University will lead a 
discussion around the topic of eviction 
and its effect on the community. The 
purpose of the discussion is to engage 
both the public and community leaders 
in a conversation about the impact of 
housing insecurity on the region and 
shed light on the work being done by 
fair housing, veterans affairs, mental 
health and social services. Discussion 
will be based on Matthew Desmond’s 
book, “Evicted,” but it is not manda-
tory to read the book prior to program. 
Please register.

Friday, Feb. 23 (10-10:45 a.m.) COME 
PLAY WITH ME! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings welcome.

Friday, Feb. 23 (10 a.m.-noon) FIBER 
FANATICS – A time for needlecrafters 
to share, solve problems, and show off.

Saturday, Feb. 24 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
BEGINNING CODING FOR ADULTS – 
Learn the basics of coding through self-
paced online modules. An instructor will 
be on hand to help get you started and to 
facilitate lessons.

Saturday, Feb. 24 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) SAT 
PRACTICE EXAM – Get ready for test 
time with an SAT practice exam. Study 
skills will be discussed and detailed 
results will be returned to students the 
following week at the results session. An 
optional writing portion will be offered 
immediately following the initial prac-
tice exam. Grades 9-12. Registration 

begins Feb. 17.

Saturday, Feb. 24 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
ADAPTED STORYTIME – Children 
with varying learning styles and abili-
ties learn in a safe, supportive environ-
ment where respect and appreciation 
for differences are encouraged. This 
30 minute storytime, followed by time 
for socialization, is designed for chil-
dren who may not be successful in a 
typical storytime experience. Content is 
geared toward ages 3-7, but all ages are 
welcome. Siblings may also attend, but 
must register separately. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Saturday, Feb. 24 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK 
BUILDERS – Love those bricks? Bring 
your ideas and imagination! Lego and 
Duplo bricks provided. For ages 3-12.

Saturday, Feb. 24 (3:30-4 p.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – An interac-
tive family storytime featuring books, 
rhymes, songs, movement and a small 
craft. For families with children ages 2-6.

Sunday, Feb. 25 (2-3:30 p.m.) BORE-
DOM BUSTERS! – Are you bored? Drop 
by the Storytime Room and join in the 
fun! We will have different activities 
available each month. All ages welcome.

Sunday, Feb. 25 (2-4 p.m.) CHESS 
CLUB – Hone your chess skills or learn 
how to play the game. Recommended for 
ages 6+, but all ages are welcome. If you 
have a chess set, please bring it with you.

Sunday, Feb. 25 (2-3 p.m.) FRIENDS’ 
SUNDAY SOUNDS – The Friends of 
the Library will present “Music and the 
Movies,” performed by Eileen Burns and 
her live band.

Monday, Feb. 26 (1-1:30 p.m.) 
YOGA TIME! – This is a perfect way 
to introduce yoga and practice simple 
poses that imitate animals and nature. 
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a 
towel or yoga mat. Ages 3 and up with 
a caregiver.

Monday, Feb. 26 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! For grades 7-12 only.

Monday, Feb. 26 (7-8:15 p.m.) PRE-
OSCARS PARTY – Cleveland Scene 
film critic Sam Allard will discuss this 
year’s Academy Awards nominees. Test 
your movie trivia knowledge and make 
your predictions for the 2018 winners, 
and you could be a winner too! Please 
register.

Tuesday, Feb. 27 (2-3 p.m.) TRAVEL 
CLUB: SAVANNAH, GEORGIA – Enjoy 
a walk through the beautiful, historic city 
of Savannah. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 27 (2-3 p.m.) CONVER-
SATIONAL SPANISH – Please join us to 
learn Spanish vocabulary and pronun-
ciation with an expert instructor.

Wednesday, Feb. 28 (2-3 p.m.) 
KANOPY MOVIE DISCUSSION CLUB 
– We’ll discuss the movie “Anita: Speak-
ing Truth to Power,” available for view-
ing with a Kanopy account. Watch at 
home, then meet and discuss! See the 
library’s website for details on setting 
up an account and viewing the movie. 
(Click “Research Resources” then “K” to 
find the Kanopy link.) Please register.

Wednesday, Feb. 28 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – “Dinner with Edward” 
by Isabel Vincent.

Wednesday, Feb. 28 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
CRAFTING PAPER FLOWERS – Mar-
garet Bakke of Small Studio Productions 
will show you how to create a variety of 
paper flowers suitable for invitations and 
party decor. Hands-on workshop. Please 
register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.evanced.
info or call 440-871-2600. 

Upcoming events                                     
at Westlake Porter Public Library

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2016 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Professional Newborn Photographer 
wanted at St. John’s Medical Center in 

Westlake. Perfect part-time and creative 
outlet opportunity. Must have morning 

availability, flexible schedule, and digital 
SLR camera. We provide training and 

pay is commission based. Please email 
info@pictureperfectbabies.com 

for more information.

by TARA MCGUINNESS

Bring the kids to the Bay Village branch 
library on Saturday, Feb. 24, at 10 a.m. to 
enjoy some bubble fun. The Bubble Lady 
will create amazing bubbles, even ones 
that a person can stand inside. Registra-
tion for this program is required so please 
call the library to reserve your spot. 

CHILDREN
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) 

TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 
months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-

RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kin-
dergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages

Thursday, Feb. 22 (4 p.m.) THE BOOK-
WORMS – Grades K-1: Read a short book 
as a group followed by discussion and 
activities. Registration required. 

Monday, March 5 (11 a.m.) HOME-

SCHOOL: MAKEY MAKEY – Grades 4-8: 
Turn everyday objects such as bananas, 
vegetables, pencils and clay into control-
lers using Makey Makey invention kits. 
Registration required.   

Wednesday, March 7 (7 p.m.) MAD 
SCIENTISTS: TOWERS – Grades K-2: 
Join us for a hands-on science program 
building the tallest structures we can 
using only uncooked spaghetti and 
marshmallows. Registration required.   .

TEENS
Wednesdays, Feb. 21, 28 and March 
7 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & 
up: Chill with something fun to do after 
school – gaming, art, movies, technology 
and more!

Thursday, March 1 (3 p.m.) WRITE 
ON! – Grades 5 -8: Join us for fun, quirky 
and challenging writing exercises and 

activities to get your creativity flowing. 
Registration required. 

Monday, March 5 (7 p.m.) GIRLS 
WHO CODE – For girls in grades 6-12 
who want to explore coding in a fun and 
friendly way! Our club will meet weekly 
on Mondays.

ADULTS
Monday, Feb. 26 (6:30 p.m.) A REAL/
REEL READ – Join us to discuss the book, 
“In Vino Duplicitas: The Rise and Fall of 
a Wine Forger Extraordinaire” by Peter 
Hellman. After a brief discussion we will 
watch a documentary related to the book. 
Books are available at the Checkout Desk.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

Upcoming programs                                
at Bay Village Branch Library
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by DAVID SACCO

It was a great surprise to 
have Mr. and Mrs. West-
lake attend the monthly 

meeting of the Westlake/
WestShore Lions Club on 
Feb. 1.

Craig and Nan Baker, 
selected by the Westlake 
Town Criers to be the 2017 
Mr. & Mrs. Westlake, were 
given the authority to donate 
$500 of Town Criers funds to 
a worthy, charitable organi-
zation. The Bakers chose the 
School Safety Bucket pro-
gram sponsored by the West-
lake/West Shore Lions Club.

“It was such an honor 
for my husband and I to be 
chosen as the 2017 Mr. & Mrs. 

Westlake. We are proud to 
donate the Town Criers funds 
toward this worthy cause,” 
Nan Baker said.  

The Lions Club started 
the School Safety Bucket Proj-
ect in late 2015. The project’s 
goal is to place 5-gallon plastic 

buckets of emergency sup-
plies in each classroom within 
the public school districts of 
Westlake and North Olmsted, 
in case a need for them arises.

We are near comple-
tion of collection of needed 
materials for the buckets, and 

the $500 donation will greatly 
assist in our project.

If you’d like to donate or 
learn more about the Club, 
you can all our voicemail 
at 440-250-5564, or visit 
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/
westshore. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBVObserver©2018

I’M GOING TO 

WALDO’S
Landscape 

Supply

• Firewood
• Bird Seed
• House Plants
 • Straw
    We Deliver!

23460 Lorain Rd., North Olmsted
440-777-0644

10% OFF 
FIREWOOD

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2017 WBVO

LOCKBOX
FINDS

$$ CASH $$
For Quality 

Estate Jewelry

Gold    Diamonds
Coins    Art    Bronzes
Call 216-630-5477

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Saint Ladislas Parish 
Annual Lenten 

FISH & 
SHRIMP FRY

March 9 & 23 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

ADULT: 
Fried Fish, Baked Fish or 
Shrimp Dinner - $10.00 
Pierogi Dinner - $8.00

Mac & Cheese Dinner - $7.00 
CHILD: 

Fish Dinner - $6.00
Mac & Cheese Dinner - $5.00 

Basic meal includes: Choice 
of wild rice or fries; choice of 

cole slaw, applesauce or tossed 
salad; every meal comes with a 
roll. Extra costs: clam chowder; 
extra fish, shrimp or pierogi; 

soda and desserts. 
One free dessert with any 
canned good donation.

Credit cards accepted 
Carry-out available

Saint Ladislas Church 
2345 Bassett Rd, Westlake 

(440) 835-2300

Members of the Lions Club, from left, Denise Ayers, Linda Barrett, Kevin Barrett 
and interim President David Sacco accept a donation from Nan and Craig Baker.

Mr. and Mrs. Westlake donate to Lions Club
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by MORGAN PASKERT

Wondering how you 
can live more sus-
tainably? Reducing 

our environmental impact 
allows for a healthier planet 
and in turn yields a more pro-
ductive social, economic and 
environmental climate. Alexa 
Wagner, education specialist 
at Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center, provides her sugges-
tions on how to live a more 
sustainable lifestyle.
Shop Sustainably

When browsing through 
the grocery aisles, look for 
sustainable products labeled 
as organic or fair trade. Stud-
ies have shown that organic 
foods (grown without the use 
of artificial pesticides and 
fertilizers) actually contain 
more nutrients than conven-
tionally grown food.

Tip: Shop farmers mar-
kets for fresh, locally grown 
produce.

BYOB
Bring your own bottle, 

bag or box. Reusable water 
bottles are an easy way to 
implement sustainability 
into your lifestyle, and will 
save you money in the long 
run. Reusable bags also serve 
many purposes. Bring a few 
while running errands or use 
one to pack your lunch.
Try Meatless Mondays

Eliminating or reducing 
your consumption of meat 
is a sure way to reduce your 
carbon footprint. Meatless 
Mondays – refraining from 
eating meat once a week – is 
a sustainable option for those 
who do not want to cut meat 
out of their diet entirely.

Tip: When purchasing 
meat, opt for grass-fed and 
pasture-raised as healthier 
options.
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle

Practicing mindfulness 
can improve both your health 
and the planet. Being more 

mindful about the waste we 
produce and learning how 
to recycle properly will lead 
to less waste in landfills. Visit 
cuyahogarecycles.org for 
more information on what 
can be recycled.
Grow a Garden

Organic gardening 
not only cuts down on the 
amount of fertilizers enter-
ing our environment and the 
amount of chemicals in our 
food – it’s also a rewarding 
hobby! No matter the color 
of your thumb, try planting 
your favorite fruits and veg-
etables this summer.

Tip: Did you know that 
head of lettuce can have a 
second life? Cut off the stalk 
of your lettuce and place in 
water near a window to watch 
new leaves grow. This trick 
works great with romaine!
Get Moving

When possible, opt for 
walking, biking or riding 
public transportation to get 

from Point A to Point B. Not 
only are you fitting in healthy 
exercise, you are also cutting 
back on emissions (and gas 
money) by not using your car.
Connect

Join local groups and 
connect with organizations 
that focus on sustainability. 
Keep an eye out for events 
in your community, such 
as Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center’s Sustainability 
Workshop (Saturday, March 
3, at 10 a.m.) where you will 
learn how to implement sus-
tainable practices into your 
daily routine and why it is 
important for the health of 
our planet. Engage in open 
discussion with community 
leaders, learn about the all-
volunteer Bay Village Green 
Team, take home an array 
of educational material and 
preview the Center’s new cli-
mate exhibit.

To register, visit lensc.
org or call 440-871-2900. 

7 hacks to a more sustainable lifestyle

Connecting for Kids will 
honor five individuals 
who have helped fulfill 

the organization’s mission to 
provide education and sup-
port to families with concerns 
about their child at its annual 
fundraiser on Feb. 23. Among 
the five honorees are two from 
Bay Village and Westlake.

Educator/Professional of 
the Year: Natalie Tesar, Bay 
Village

As a second-grade 
teacher and Building Advi-
sory Team member at East-
view Elementary School in 
Avon Lake, Natalie Tesar has 

proven to be one of the build-
ing’s strongest educators and 
leaders. She has excelled in 
the classroom and in all roles 
presented to her. This devo-
tion and hard work is the 
reason her students perform 
so well. She is student-cen-
tered, plans instruction to 
meet her students’ individual 
needs and uses technology 
to engage and empower her 
students. Tesar always goes 
above and beyond for her 
students. She provides them 
with materials they need for 
class, shows them that she 
cares, and finds the positives 
in every student she has. 

Board Member of the Year: 
Kim Riley, Westlake

Kim Riley’s dedication to 
the mission of Connecting for 
Kids is exemplified in her mul-
tiple accomplishments on the 
board of directors. She helped 
to develop the internal organi-
zational structure needed for 
growth. Riley also identified 
the need for a moderate-to-
severe disabilities group of 
families within Connecting 
for Kids and volunteered her 
time to help lead the group. 
She personally mentored 
most of the initial members 
and helped them through the 
unique challenges of parent-

ing a child with more severe 
needs. Riley is never afraid to 
challenge a plan or offer con-
cerns about a proposal’s feasi-
bility. This willingness to speak 
up and share ideas about how 
to help families has enabled 
Connecting for Kids to grow.

Tickets for the 2018 Con-
necting for Kids Annual Fun-
draiser are $65 and include 
heavy appetizers, drinks, des-
sert and entertainment. The 
event will be held at Ahern 
Catering & Banquet Center in 
Avon Lake. The festivities kick 
off at 6:30 p.m. For tickets, visit 
connectingforkids.org or call 
440-250-5563. 

Connecting for Kids honors Westlake, Bay residents
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WE ARE LOVE.

WE ARE SPIRITUAL.

WE ARE FAMILY.

WE ARE INCLUSIVE.

WE ARE UNITY.
Join our open-minded community  
   on Sundays at 9:00/11:00 a.m. 
           for affi  rmati ve prayer,   
      meditati on and inspirati on.

23855 Detroit Ave., unityspiritualcenter.com

Unity ad.indd   1 6/14/17   9:54 AM

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

THE GREEN REPORT

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

I am very fortunate to have 
recently visited Costa Rica. 
In addition to being a 

tropical, sunny, beautiful and 
lush destination to visit from 
Cleveland in February, Costa 
Rica was one of the first coun-
tries to promote “eco-tourism.” 
According to the International 
Ecotourism Society, ecotour-
ism is defined as “responsible 
travel to natural areas that 
conserves the environment and 
improves the well-being of the 
local people.”

As we got off the plane in 
San Jose, one of the first signs 
we saw read, “The earth does not 
know what to do with plastic.” 
As we walked further into the 
airport, there were separate recy-
cling receptacles for plastics, for 
paper, for glass and aluminum. 
Furthermore, in 2017, Costa Rica 
ran entirely on renewable energy 
for 300 days. Their renewable 
energy comes from: 78 percent 
hydropower, 10 percent wind, 
10 percent geothermal, and 1 
percent solar.   

Costa Rica boasts over 
3,221,000 acres of protected land 
including 26 national parks, 58 
wildlife refuges, 32 protected 
zones, 15 wetland areas, 11 

forest reserves and 8 biological 
reserves. Over 30 percent of its 
national territory is marked for 
conservation. In 2012, it was the 
first country in the Americas to 
ban hunting, which has resulted 
in unparalleled biodiversity.  

While I was there, I stayed 
on the Osa Peninsula on the 
southwest side of the country. 
On the Osa Peninsula is the 
Corcovado National Park, which 
is the largest national park in 
Costa Rica. National Geographic 
has described Corcovado as “the 
most biologically intense place 
on earth” with over 13 different 
ecosystems and sustaining 2.5 
percent of the world’s total bio-
diversity.

There are 150 butterfly 
species, 500 bird species, 124 
mammal species, more than 
5,000 plant types and over 
10,000 insect species. Some 
of the endangered animals 
found in the park are the tapir, 
jaguar, cougar, ocelot, giant ant-
eater and red-backed squirrel 
monkey. Corcovado is home to 
the largest primary rain forest 
on the Pacific coastline, mean-
ing that it is the only remaining 
old-growth wet forest.   

On the vacation we did not 
enter the Corcovado National 
Park, however we hiked along-

side of it to a waterfall where 
we had lunch and swam. The 
sound of the insects in the 
forest was incredible. As we 
hiked along we saw many leaf-
cutter ants and bird species. 
We also saw a green and black 
poison dart frog, that appar-
ently has enough poison to 
kill eight humans. Luckily our 
fabulous guide warned us not 
to touch it!

During the entirety of 
the trip, we saw so many cool 
plants and animals, birds and 
insects. Squirrel monkeys vis-
ited our lodge almost daily, and 
we could hear the barking-like 
sounds of the howler monkeys 
all around us. 

We watched macaws fly by 
and saw dolphins in the Golfo 
Dulce. We toured a local choco-
late farm and rode horses to a 
waterfall up in the mountains. 
We watched the sunset over 
the mountains and listened 
to wildlife we had never heard 
before. Unfortunately, we were 
not able to see the humpback 
whales that go to the gulf to 
breed annually in the pro-
tected, warm waters. They are 
most likely to be seen there 
between August and October, 
which is during Costa Rica’s 
rainy season.

Costa Rica has a stable, 
democratic government with 
friendly people and so much 
to see and do. The water is 
safe to drink and the food was 
exquisite. Every day we had 
a wide variety of fresh, tropi-
cal fruits to eat and freshly 
caught, delicious seafood. We 

drank directly from coconuts, 
ate plantains and locally made 
chocolate, and discovered how 
tasty yucca is. It was my first 
time to Costa Rica and it cer-
tainly will not be my last. If you 
are able, I highly recommend 
visiting Costa Rica and experi-
encing their ecotourism. 

Ecotourism in Costa Rica

A squirrel monkey visiting our lodge in Costa Rica.

by LESLIE BROWN

The Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources recently announced 
that Bay Village ranked fifth out of 

64 “Tree Cities” throughout the state. The 
Tree City USA Survey was conducted by 
the Ohio Division of Forestry to measure 
the success of urban forestry programs in 
communities across the state.

The survey scored Bay Village espe-
cially high for having an organized tree 
commission that works closely with the 
city arborist, and for creating and main-

taining a tree ordinance.
The city’s tree commission is cur-

rently awaiting approval of an updated 
Tree Protection Ordinance, which will 
work in conjunction with the city’s 
Master Plan. This document details the 
regulations for planting, maintenance 
and removal of trees within Bay Village.

Bay Village was also rated well in 
the Tree Risk Assessment, Systematic 
Planting Plan, Tree Planting and Strate-
gic Planning categories.

The Bay Village Tree Commission, 
made up of five residents, along with city 

arborist Mike Polinski and City Coun-
cil representative Dave Tadych, works 
with city officials to preserve, fortify and 
improve the town’s urban forest. Trees 
help our neighborhoods by soaking up 
storm water, lessening air pollution, 
shading our homes (reducing heating 
and cooling costs), improving home 
values, and providing a home for birds 
and wildlife.

The city planted 62 trees in the fall, 
including 29 Skyline Honey Locusts on 
Glen Park Drive. Thirty-eight more trees 
will be planted on that street this spring. 

Bay Village ranks as a top ‘Tree City’ in Ohio

Retiring after 30 years 
on the city’s Civil 

Service Commission, Jim 
Potter received a procla-
mation from Mayor Paul 
Koomar at the Feb. 5 City 
Council meeting. 

Among his many 
community service deeds, 
Potter also served on the 
Charter Review Commis-
sion and helped organize 
the Bay Village Foundation, 
Bay Soccer Club, Play in Bay 
and the Bay Youth Center. 

Bay Village City 
Council honors 
Jim Potter
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by TAK SATO

With this week’s 
title, I don’t 
blame you for 

thinking that I switched 
to a fishing enthusiast 
column. The good news is 
that I’m not built for sit-
ting in one place, hours 
on end, waiting for a 
nibble on my fishing line. 
With my luck I’d end up 
with an old boot when I 
reeled it in!

If you have been 
assessing the feasibil-
ity of cutting the cord, or 
the recently augmented 
streaming of cloud-based 
programming to your 
digital world devices, you 
may have come across 
the jargon “cast.”

Casting is loosely 
related to streaming – i.e. 
you can stream content 
like a YouTube video or 
Taylor Swift’s latest single 
without casting – and 
Google’s Chromecast is 
a popular choice when 
used together with your 
other digital world tools 
such as your Android 
smartphone, Android 

tablet or the Chrome 
browser on your com-
puter.

Just like streaming 
devices like AppleTV, 
AndroidTV, FireTV or 
Roku, Chromecast also 
connects to a TV/display 
via an HDMI port.

T h e  d i f f e re n c e 
between streaming devic-
es and Chromecast is that 
while streaming devices 
have additional circuitry 
akin to a tiny computer 
within itself to receive (i.e. 
stream) content from the 
internet and project it to 
the attached TV/display, 
Google’s Chromecast 
lacks that tiny computer 
circuitry. Instead, you 
use your Android smart-
phone, Android tablet or 
Chrome browser.

What case is most 
suitable for Chrome-
cast? Maybe you tend to 
look for content using 
your smartphone with a 
small 5-inch screen and 
it doesn’t do justice to 
the video you found. Or 
you want to share it with 
a room full of people. If 
you had a Chromecast 

attached to your TV/
display, you can cast the 
content from your smart-
phone, enjoying the video 
on your 55-inch screen 
instead of the 5-inch 
screen on your smart-
phone.

Another example is 
my particular case. I use 
it to cast the Google Slide 
presentation running on 
my tablet. In my Discover 
Digital Literacy! class, I 
cast my tablet’s screen to 
the big screen so my stu-
dents can see what I am 
doing and follow along, 
as they have the same 
tablet as mine.

Don’t feel left out if 
you are an Apple device 
user. They have the same 
functionality except they 
call it “AirPlay.” In Apple’s 
ecosystem, AppleTV pulls 
double duty as a media 
streamer and an AirPlay 
receiver.

Another option, for 
both Apple and Android 
devices, is to use a soft-
ware like “Reflector 3” 
which essentially pro-
vides the same receiving 
functionality; a computer 
is attached to a TV/dis-
play so the iOS or Android 
can cast to the big screen. 
Now you know! 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

A life cut short too soon: Leverett Judson Cahoon
by KAY LAUGHLIN

Leverett Judson Cahoon 
– named for his Uncle 
Leverett Johnson and a 

Baptist minister, Rev. Judson – 
is described as having a happy, 
cheerful disposition, full of 
energy and with the ability to 
plan and carry out whatever he 
attempted. He grew up work-
ing on the family farm with his 
brothers and father.

Leverett, born Nov. 16, 
1845, was the eighth child of 
Margaret and Joel Cahoon and 
the grandson of Joseph and 
Lydia Cahoon, the first settlers 
to arrive in Dover Township in 
1810. The family history tells 
that Leverett was very prom-
ising, possessing rare learning 
abilities at an early age. This 
he improved by studying at the 
district and select schools in 
the area. It was the family’s wish 
that Leverett attend college. 
However, at age 17, his father 
became ill and immobile. 

Leverett made the choice 
to stay home, take charge 
of the family business, and 
become the big brother to 
his mother and four sisters. 
Leverett stood 6 feet 2 inches 
tall and weighed 235 pounds. 
Along with his younger broth-

er, John Marshal, whose advice 
he valued, he accepted all the 
responsibilities of running 
the family business. With this 
decision made, Leverett began 
improving the farm.

The family owned an apple 
orchard on the east side of 
Dover Center Road across the 
street from the Oviatt lumber 
mill. In 1860, he and John Mar-
shall, while still teenagers, got 
permission from their father to 
build a brick store in the apple 
orchard and sell supplies to the 
farmers. They sold rope, nails, 
chain, baskets, axes, hoes and 
seed, something very much 
needed in the North Dover 
area at the time.

The New York Central Rail-
way approached the family 
with a request to lease land 
on the south side of the store’s 
property line for the laying of 
the Nickel Plate Railroad tracks. 
The family requested a Dover 
train station be located on the 
property and they would lease 
the land. This made deliveries 
to the store much easier and 
developed their business. It 
was also handy for their use 
when needing to board the 
train since the station was 
almost in their backyard. The 
boys carried their ailing father 

in a wagon down to the newly 
laid tracks so he could see 
them. Joel died in 1882.

With land lying on the 
banks of Lake Erie and possess-
ing the proper qualities of soil 
for the culture of grapes, Lever-
ett gradually turned his farm-
land into vineyards, becom-
ing devoted to that branch of 
fruit growing. He read books, 
studied and visited vineyards, 
constantly learning, and soon 
became an expert. He made 
trips to the Ohio State Board of 
Agriculture in Columbus and 
spoke to groups on the subject 
of viticulture, the growing of 
grapes. He was well known in 
the state and local area. 

At one time he had 100 
acres of grape vineyards, the 
largest acreage in the state of 
Ohio. He purchased the land 
in the eastern section of Lot 
94, which contained the Baker/
Hassler house and named the 
house “Castle Garden.” Here 
migrant workers lived during 
picking season. He was able to 
offer employment year-round 
to people that lived in the area. 
Leverett had a great business 
sense and the farm flourished 
under his care.

The farm location on 
Cahoon Creek also was favor-

able for fisheries and so with 
the same energy he entered 
into that industry as well. A 
fish house was built at the 
mouth of Cahoon Creek. Dried 
fish, used for fertilizer on the 
farmers’ fields, was an impor-
tant product. Oils were pro-
duced and sold by the barrel, 
and fresh fish were eaten at the 
dinner table.

At an early age, Lever-
ett sought to give back and 
taught school in one of the 
area schools during the winter. 
For many years, he had been 
unconsciously working him-
self into prominence by his 
excellent work habits, his great 
mental strength and public 
spirit, as well as his utter 
thoughtlessness of self when 
someone else or his town could 
receive benefits. He had great 
plans for the future, but it was 
not to be.

One day in 1884, on a trip 
to downtown Cleveland on 
business, Leverett stepped 
down off a streetcar and dislo-
cated his knee. He was brought 
home to the farm to mend, 
being taken care of by his 
mother and sisters. During his 
time in bed he caught pneu-
monia which lingered long and 
serious; he never fully recov-

ered. Still he could not rest.
Not willing to admit he 

was sick and knowing he had 
much that needed his atten-
tion, Leverett neglected his 
health and returned to his jobs. 
In 1886, he was back at work 
full-time, planning improve-
ments and executing plans 
already formed. Still weak, he 
was more susceptible to germs 
and contracted typhoid fever 
which he could not shake. It 
took his life on Aug. 16, 1886, 
just short of his 41st birthday. 
With the passing of Leverett, 
all family responsibilities went 
to John Marshall, who stepped 
up to the plate and took over 
the farm.

Leverett’s church service 
was held in the Dover Lake 
Shore Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Hundreds of people 
Leverett had met in business, 
family and friends attended his 
wake at the farmhouse (now 
Rose Hill Museum). Leverett 
belonged to Dover Masonic 
Lodge No. 489 F. & A.M. A pic-
ture of him hung in the lodge 
for years, donated by the family.

We can only imagine 
what more he might have 
accomplished if he had lived 
longer. He is buried in Lake-
side Cemetery. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Stream & Cast

A free, full-day seminar on trac-
ing African-American heri-
tage will be held on Saturday, 

March 10, from 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 25000 Westwood Road 
in Westlake. The African American 
Family History Symposium brings 
together nationally-known historians 
and genealogists from Cleveland and 
beyond to teach and inspire attend-
ees to explore their African-American 
roots.

This workshop offers something 
for everyone: the absolute novice, 
the history buff, the genealogically 
curious and the advanced researcher. 
Keynoting the event is John F. Baker 
Jr., nationally-known author, histori-
an and genealogist. He will present his 
family’s journey from slavery to free-
dom against the fascinating historical 
backdrop of the lives of 300 African-
American slaves at the Wessyngton 
Plantation in Tennessee. His story is 
both historical and personal.

Attendees can then attend pre-
sentations on beginning genealogy, 
using popular websites for geneal-
ogy; doing DNA testing for family 
history; writing your own life story; 
and common genealogical sources 
such as censuses, vital records and 
maps. More specialized topics to be 
taught include migration patterns, 

plantation records, Freedmen’s 
Bureau records, manuscript collec-
tions and unique library holdings, 
and other resources and techniques 
that can help descendants discover 
more about African-American ances-
tors whose lives – especially before 
the Civil War – were often less-well 
documented than those of other 
Americans.

These lectures will be taught 
by several expert speakers. Among 
them are professional genealogists 
Deborah Abbott and Ari Wilkins, who 
have extensive and nationally-recog-
nized expertise in African-American 
research. Family Tree Magazine col-
umnist and Ohio Genealogy News co-
editor Sunny Morton, whose voice is 
heard on the internationally-known 
Genealogy Gems Podcast, will also 
be presenting.

In addition to these classes and 
presentations, a free lunch will be 
served to all pre-registered attendees. 
Interested persons can register online 
before March 2 at www.tinyurl.com/
aafhs2018 or call 216-394-6438.

This free symposium is spon-
sored by T he Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints and in partnership 
with the African-American Genea-
logical Society, Cleveland and The 
Oberlin African-American Genealogy 
and History Group. 

African-American genealogy 
workshop to be held in Westlake
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. 
in Cleveland, Ohio

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

Learning EFT is a gift of empowerment and can allow you to 
neutralize stress, release unpleasant past events, transform 

beliefs and create greater physical comfort.
Diane DiFrancesco, Certified EFT Practitioner and CIJourney 
Coach is accepting new clients at Connect to Your Joy, 560 
Dover Center Road, Suite LL3.  Call Diane at 440.221.4716 to 

set up a 10-minute free consultation and save $25 when you 
schedule a 4-session EFT package and mention this ad.

EXPERIENCE YOUR TRANSFORMATION
WITH EMOTIONAL FREEDOM TECHNIQUES (EFT)

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

Wednesday, Feb. 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
CUYAHOGA WEST CHAPTER, OHIO 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Cuyahoga West members and guests travel 
to the Westlake LDS Family History Center. 
Meet in the lobby, right front entrance 
at 6:30 p.m. Betty Franklin will present 
"Integrating FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.
com and RootsMagic, in Your Family History 
Research." NOTE: Change of location is for 
February only.
Westlake Family History Center, 25000 
Westwood Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 22, 5:30 p.m.
WELCOME TO MEDICARE
If you are a new or soon-to-be beneficiary, 
come to this free Ohio Senior Health 
Insurance Information Program and learn 
about Medicare benefits, supplemental 
insurance policies, Medicare Advantage 
plans and prescription drug coverage. Call 
Kathy at 440-250-2300 to reserve your spot 
as seating is limited.
Devon Oaks Assisted Living, 2345 Crocker Rd., 
Westlake

Thursday, Feb. 22, 6-7:30 p.m.
THE DEMENTIA TOOLBOX SERIES: 
"WHY THEY DO WHAT THEY DO"
What is the best way to communicate with 
a person with memory impairment? This 
presentation will demonstrate what works 
and doesn't work when communicating 
with someone with dementia. Techniques 
to communicate and avoid behavior issues 
are covered during this seminar.  
UH St John Medical Center, 29160 Center 
Ridge Rd., Ste. R, Westlake

Friday, Feb. 23, 7-9 p.m.
MOVIE NIGHT: "ROOTED IN PEACE"
You will not want to miss this powerful film 
by director and award-winning film maker 
Greg Reitman. The film invites viewers on a 
journey to take notice of the world we live 
in, proactively seek ways to find personal 
and ecological peace, and stop the cycle of 
violence. $10.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., 
Westlake

Saturday, Feb. 24, 4:30 p.m.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
Join us for a great meal that is free to 

everyone. Our meal is hosted by Church 
of the Redeemer, Westlake and Clague 
Road United Church of Christ. The church is 
accessible to the physically challenged. No 
carry outs.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North 
Olmsted

Monday, Feb. 26, 11:30 a.m.
A CELEBRATION OF NATURE: ENGLISH 
GARDENS
Enjoy a visual tour of famous and private 
gardens in Southeastern England. Discover 
the beauty and diversity of English gardens, 
experience the world-famous Chelsea Flower 
Show and begin planning your trip across the 
pond. Cynthia Druckenbrod will share with 
us the beauty of travel to England. Luncheon 
served before the program. All interested 
gardeners are welcome. Guests please make 
reservations at bayvillagegardenclub.com or 
by calling Sharen at 440-871-9098. There is a 
$5 fee for guests.
Bay United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, 
29931 Lake Rd.

Monday, Feb. 26, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
COMMUNITY CHORUS REHEARSALS
The Rocky River Community Chorus 
begins rehearsals for its spring concerts. 
Singers from all surrounding communities 
participate. No auditions are required. The 
54-member chorus is directed by Michele 
Haras. Four or five concerts are scheduled in 
May and early June. Registration is through 
the Rocky River Department of Recreation 
for a fee of $40. New members may attend 
their first rehearsal prior to registration. For 
more information call 630-901-0564.
Rocky River Middle School Choir Room, 1631 
Lakeview Ave.

Tuesday, Feb. 27, 6:30 p.m.
EMOTIONAL INTENSITY IN GIFTED 
CHILDREN
Does emotional intensity go hand-in-
hand with giftedness? Meghan Barlow will 
discuss why gifted children may have more 
extreme emotional reactions, explosions, 
and anxieties. Dr. Barlow will provide a 
perspective to help families understand 
how their child's intensities can be framed 
as strengths and will provide tips on how 
families can prevent power struggles and 
support their child in learning to manage 

emotions.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Feb. 28, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
EMBROIDERERS' GUILD OF AMERICA
The North Coast Chapter members will 
be learning huck weave taught by several 
members. Join fellow stitchers and have fun. 
Call 440-835-5183 or 440-734-2383 for more 
information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Thursday, March 1, 7-8:30 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Learn to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation 
skills, think quickly and clearly on your feet, 
build strong leadership and mentoring 
skills, and open doors in your personal and 
professional life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-
374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., 
Westlake

Thursday, March 1, 7-8:30 p.m.
UNITY RESPONDS: RACE RELATIONS 
Do you think relationships between the 
races have improved? Unity Responds is a 
quarterly series focusing on social issues. In 
this session we will explore the topic of race 
relations. We will start with a movie, and then 
it's open for discussion. This series challenges 
us to respond in positive and practical ways. 
All are welcome. More info: 440-835-0400. 
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., 
Westlake

Saturday, March 3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 4, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
ANTIQUES SHOW & VINTAGE DOLL 
HOUSE DISPLAY
Shop for antique and vintage jewelry, 
toys, unique household items, distressed 
furniture, and much more. View our 
vintage doll house and furniture display. 
$5 donation funds Bay High scholarships. 
Children under age 12 free. Visit www.
BayWomensClub.org or call 440-334-7539.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, March 3, 10-11:30 a.m.
SUSTAINABILITY WORKSHOP
This program offers an introduction to 

sustainability and its social, economic 
and environmental impact. Learn how to 
implement sustainable practices into your 
daily routine and why it is important for 
the health of our planet. Engage in open 
discussion with community leaders, take 
home an array of educational material and 
more. Fee: $15/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf 
Rd.

Sunday, March 4, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
“WOMEN HELPING WOMEN” BENEFIT
The Friends of the West Side Catholic Center 
support the Shelter for women and their 
children in crisis, and all proceeds from the 
event go directly to benefit the Shelter. 
Shopping begins at 11:00 a.m., a luncheon 
will be served at 12:30, and there will be 
additional shopping, auctions and raffles 
following the luncheon. Tickets are $45 per 
person. For reservations, call 440-871-6681.
La Centre, 25777 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Monday, March 5, 7:30 p.m.
CONCERT: ALLAN WARE AND THE 
CIOMPI STRING QUARTET
Rocky River Chamber Music Society presents 
a concert showcasing a long and brilliant 
musical collaboration. World renowned 
clarinetist Allan Ware and the Ciompi String 
Quartet have been performing together 
regularly since 1998, building a repertoire 
that ranges from well-known masterpieces 
to contemporary composers. The concert 
will feature a traditional program of two 
quintets for clarinet and strings by Weber 
and Brahms, and a quartet for strings 
by Mozart. No admission charge. All are 
welcome. For more information visit rrcms.
org.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 
20401 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Wednesday, March 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH 
ASSISTANCE
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter, 
OGS will offer free family history research 
assistance to the public. If you have data 
recorded to pedigree and/or family group 
sheets, bring these forms with you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.


